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SMALL SUCCESSIONS 

La. C.C.P. Art. 3421. Small successions defined 
 
             A small succession, within the meaning of this Title, is any of the following: 
 

(1)​ The succession of a person who died domiciled in Louisiana and who died 
leaving property with a gross value of one hundred twenty-five thousand dollars 
or less valued as of the date of death. 

(2)​ The ancillary succession of a person who died domiciled outside of Louisiana 
and who died leaving property in Louisiana with a gross value of one hundred 
twenty-five thousand dollars or less valued as of the date of death. 

(3)​ The succession of a person whose date of death occurred at least twenty years 
prior to the execution of a small succession affidavit and who died leaving 
property in Louisiana of any value. 

  
Amended by Acts 1976, No. 187, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1977; Acts 1979, No. 71, §1, eff. 

Jan. 1, 1980; Acts 1980, No. 582, §1; Acts 2009, No. 81, §1, eff. June 18, 2009; Acts 
2011, No. 323, §1, eff. June 29, 2011; Acts 2012, No. 618, §1, eff. June 7, 2012; Acts 
2017, No. 96, §1; Acts 2020, No. 173, §1; Acts 2024, No. 90, §1. 
 
 
La. C.C.P. Art. 3431. Small successions; judicial opening unnecessary 
   
           A. It shall not be necessary to open judicially the small succession of any of the 
following persons: 
 

(1) A person domiciled in Louisiana who died intestate. 
(2) A person domiciled in Louisiana who died testate leaving no immovable 

property in Louisiana, if the surviving spouse, all persons who would 
inherit under the testament, and all other persons who would inherit in the 
absence of a testament agree to waive probate of the testament. 

(3) A person domiciled outside of Louisiana who died intestate or whose 
testament has been probated by court order of another state. 

 
            B. Any person appointed as public administrator by the governor may use the 
affidavit procedure of this Chapter to take possession of the estate of the deceased, if the 
estate of the deceased would qualify as a small succession, for transmittal to the state, 
provided that there is no surviving spouse or other heir present or represented in the state 
and provided that the public administrator has advertised one time in the official journal of 
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the parish where a succession would have been opened in accordance with Article 2811 
and verifies that no notice of opposition has been received. 
 
            C. The legal notice required in Paragraph B of this Article shall read as follows: 
 
            "Notice is hereby given to any heirs or creditors of __________ that _________, 
Public Administrator for the parish of _______________, intends to administer the 
intestate succession of __________________, under the provisions of Small Successions 
as set forth in Chapter 2 of Title V of Book VI of the Code of Civil Procedure. 
Anyone having an objection to the administration of the succession should notify 
________________ at _________________________________." 
 
            D. Repealed by Acts 2011, No. 323, §2, eff. June 29, 2011. 
 
            Amended by Acts 1984, No. 623, §1, eff. July 12, 1984; Acts 1990, No. 701, §1; 
Acts 1995, No. 111, §1; Acts 2006, No. 257, §1, eff. June 8, 2006; Acts 2009, No. 81, §1, 
eff. June 18, 2009; Acts 2011, No. 323, §§1, 2, eff. June 29, 2011; Acts 2012, No. 618, §1, 
eff. June 7, 2012; Acts 2020, No. 173, §1; Acts 2024, No. 90, §1. 
 
 
La. C.C.P. Art. 3432.  Affidavit for small succession; contents 
 

A. When it is not necessary in accordance with the provisions of Article 3431 to 
open judicially a small succession, at least two persons, including the surviving spouse, if 
any, and one or more heirs of the deceased, may execute one or more multiple originals of 
an affidavit, duly sworn before any officer or person authorized to administer oaths in the 
place where the affidavit is executed, setting forth all of the following: 

 
(1) The date of death of the deceased, and his domicile at the time thereof. 
(2) The fact that the deceased died intestate. 
(3) The marital status of the deceased, the location of the last residence of 

the deceased, and the name of the surviving spouse, if any, and the 
surviving spouse's address, domicile, and location of last residence. 

(4) The names and last known addresses of the heirs of the deceased, their 
relationship to the deceased, and the statement that an heir not signing 
the affidavit either: 
(a) Cannot be located after the exercise of reasonable diligence. 
(b) Was given thirty days' notice by United States mail of the affiants' 
intent to execute an affidavit for small succession and did not object. 

(5) A description of the property left by the deceased, including whether the 
property is community or separate, and which, in the case of immovable 
property, shall be sufficient to identify the property for purposes of 
transfer. 

(6) A showing of the value of each item of property, and the aggregate value 
of the property, at the time of the death of the deceased. 

(7) A statement describing the respective interests in the property that each 
heir has inherited and whether a legal usufruct of the surviving spouse 
attaches to the property. 

(8) An affirmation that, by signing the affidavit, the affiant, if an heir, has 
accepted the succession of the deceased. 
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(9) An affirmation that, by signing the affidavit, the affiants swear under 

penalty of perjury that the information contained in the affidavit is true, 
correct, and complete to the best of their knowledge, information, and 
belief. 

 
B. If the deceased had no surviving spouse, the affidavit shall be signed by at least 

two heirs. If the deceased had no surviving spouse and only one heir, the affidavit shall 
also be signed by a second person who has actual knowledge of the matters stated in the 
affidavit. 

 
C. In addition to the powers of a natural tutor or curator otherwise provided by law, a 

natural tutor may also execute the affidavit on behalf of a minor child without the necessity 
of filing a petition pursuant to Article 4061, and a curator may also execute the affidavit on 
behalf of an interdict without the necessity of court authorization. 

 
Amended by Acts 1974, No. 524, §1; Acts 2009, No. 81, §1, eff. June 18, 2009; 

Acts 2011, No. 323, §1, eff. June 29, 2011; Acts 2012, No. 618, §§1, 2, eff. June 7, 2012; 
Acts 2024, No. 90, §1. 
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